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Lastly, to those critics who have complained of the
effectiveness and incompleteness of this book, he answers
that a fragment means a defective and incomplete thing,
and that this book was expressly announced as a frag-
ment. To those who say that half truths are sometimes
equivalent to whole falsehoods, he answers that it is only
so when they set themselves up for whole truths. To
those who speak of him as having concealed his theologi-
cal opinions, he replies that he has concealed them only
in the sense in which the vast majority of the community
have concealed them; that is, he has not published them.
To those who doubt whether it was justifiable to treat of
one part of Christianity without treating at the same time
of other parts, he replies that their scruple seems to him
astonishing and unreasonable. And if any think his having
done so a thing to be regretted and dangerous, he, on the
contrary, believes it to have been salutary, and is glad to
have been able to draw the attention of the public to that
part of Christianity, and for a time to that part alone, in
which almost all men are able on the whole to agree, and
much of which the greater number of Christian teachers,
by taking for granted, practically suppress.
NOTE.
A passage on page 28 has "been strangely misunderstood by a reviewer in
Fra&er. The passage runs, (It is c]par that this assumption of royalty....
Did he die for a metaphor r*'
On which the critic remarks that the assumption of royalty was not the
ground of Christ's execution, because Pilate was satisfied with the explana-
tion which Chiist gave, and that Pilate's motive was fear of the Jews. The
author never meant to say anything different; but he was not speaking of
Pilate's motive, but of the ground on which he officially proceeded. The
argument is that Christ must have attached great importance to his royal
claims, "because he advanced them although they were such as, satisfactorily
explained or not, the Roman provincial government could scarcely help
punishing—although, in short, what actually happened might easily be
foreseen*

